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The French Revolution
Why France? Why then?

What was happening in the 
world in the years leading up to 
1789?

* Scientific Revolution 
* Enlightenment ideas
* Agricultural Revolution
* 18th century wars
* American Revolution 
* Absolutism in France
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French Estates

1st - 1/2% of population
   clergy - no taxes

2nd - 1.5% of population
      nobility - no taxes

3rd - 98% of population
    everyone else

paid all the taxes

p. 98
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Capitation head tax an addition to the Taille, levied 
on the 3rd estate

4 main unfair taxes: Taille, Gabelle, Vingtieme, Capitation
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Reading #1 - Plight of the Peasants

* What abuses does the author see in 
   system of taxation & justice?

* Why did he consider the nobles' 
   hunting rights to be such an 

      despicable issue?

* If you were a peasant, what 
  change would you want?
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Homework - Ch. 19-1


